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The Room 13 Tracking Project
This project was set up to track and monitor the impact of Room 13 on the lives and learning of children who regularly attend.  It ran from February 2008 - May 2009.  The effectiveness of Room 13 was measured by feedback from the children themselves via questionnaires, interviews, a comments’ wall and by Patrick’s observations as an experienced educationalist.   

Background

Room 13 is a truly democratic artists’ studio, run by the children for the children.  An elected Management Committee of 8 – 12 children is responsible for everything from finances to disciplinary procedures to organising events, though any interested child can get involved. 

Room 13 caters for all artistic activities: drawing, painting, film, photography, digital art, sculpture… The children choose and organize their own arts projects and see them through to completion.  They regularly hold public exhibitions and make presentations about their work.  They run a shop in the studio and make and sell other products to raise funds for materials.   

The Room 13 artists in residence are always present to guide, support and often work one to one with children.  Many other professionals (accountant, administrator, development worker, web designer…) also visit the studio and work with the children.  

Results

· Monitoring shows there are currently around 130 visits to the studio in a week (Mon – Thurs) and that around 70 children work regularly in Room 13, from Years 1 through to 6.

· 100 individuals contributed responses to the Tracking results, around 90 of whom were current Hareclive children.  The others were older children, parents and teachers.  

· 100% of responses were positive about Room 13 and what it offers

· All evidence showed that children enjoy working in Room 13.  It makes them happy.

· Room 13 improves confidence, concentration, perseverance and ability to succeed and many said that this carried over into school work and class situations (see Appendix 1)

· The studio broadens horizons and increases aspirations.  Many older Room 13ers have set their sights high - university, medicine, teaching, accountancy – and creative and artistic ambitions are developed too (see Appendix 2)

· Older children in particular could see that (looking back) the studio teaches listening, problem solving, team work, respect for self and others and responsibility (Appendix 2)

· Room 13 helps meet Every Child Matters outcomes 3–5 (Enjoy and Achieve; Make a Positive Contribution; Achieve Economic Well-Being); feeds into SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) and links with aspects of the school development plan

Conclusion.

The evidence shows that involvement in Room 13 activities has a very positive effect on the lives, learning and longer-term achievements of Hareclive children.  The full summary and research report are available, and tracking is ongoing in the studio.  NESTA has also carried out research into the value of Room 13 – see our website www.room13hareclive.org.uk.  Visitors are welcome at Room 13 Hareclive’s official Open Days (4 x year) or by arrangement.  Please get in touch with us at room13hareclive@yahoo.co.uk
Appendix 1: Selection of Quotes from Current Users of Room 13 Hareclive

In Room 13 my mind explores.

In R13 I’m more exciting!

Another things about R13 is it’s so inspiring!

When I’m in R13 I imagine by looking at other artists’ work or I look in art books.  

It’s different in R13 because you don’t just learn how to do art, you get to tell people how you’re feeling.  And you get to put your feelings down on paper.

I think R13 helps me towards English because I used to write stories within R13 and everything! 

Now I write out cheques!  That is great experience for your future life.

R13’s helped me cos I’ve been like studying and being very careful with my handwriting in English

[Room 13] made me more confident at public speaking and speaking in front of a crowd of people, talking in assembly.It got my confidence up.

Our Management Team… had to spend our money wisely on things that we really needed...   This has helped teach me the value of money and how important it is.  

[Room 13] made me more confident like going straight into my work… If we didn’t have Room 13 I wouldn’t feel like I was an important person

Before I used to be scared to put my hand up and get the wrong answer but now even if I get the wrong answer it’s OK because I’m not afraid to put my hand up any more and speak in class.

The piece of artwork made me get better at talking to other visitors that come to R13.  

Doing this artwork helped me get better at believing in myself and knowing I can do it if I really try. 

R13 has changed me into a strong confident person.  Also, it’s taught me to respect what I have.  I have learned how to respect art and understand…  R13 has helped me to develop my communication-skills and my concentration has become stronger and has built up my confidence, so I work well with other people. 

I feel concentrated.   

Doing this artwork helped me get better at thinking harder

Say I had trouble and I couldn’t get it out of my head I’d come here and do an artwork, something different.  I could concentrate on that and not the thing that’s worrying me. 

Without R13 I might always be angry and stressed all the time. 

It’s changed me as a person because before I used to be really naughty but now I started coming here it’s calmed me down and I’ve been really good and it’s been helping me with my behaviour.

Room 13 is basically my life… in my first year I really let out my feelings on paper instead of taking it out on people and I don’t get as angry any more

In Room 13 I’m better at working

In Room 13 I’m less naughty because I’m normally naughty

In Room 13 I’m less silly.  

I would like to go to university and become an office secretary.  Or I want to be a professional artist. 

In my future life I aspire to go to university and become a teacher in a Primary school.  

We ran workshops talking to people and I went on trips to Bristol Central Library and I had to talk to all the people to tell them what they had to do and I spoke to fifty people the other day when we were running a workshop

Being able to do things that I would never have dreamed of achieving, such as working with nursery children. 

I think mostly all of the schools should have a Room 13 because it just helps them get into this feeling and if there’s anything they want to do they can and if they want to show someone they can show it. 

Selection taken from over 40 pages of quotes and feedback gathered from around 90 Hareclive children during the Room 13 Tracking project. 

Feedback has been arranged into sections of evidence.  The above quotes have been taken from the sections on Confidence, Concentration, Aspiring and Broadening Horizons.

Other sections are: Attending, Happiness, Serving, Application, Persistence, Technical Improvement, Belonging, Changing, Self-motivation, Flexibility, Observing, Talking and Listening, Supporting, Commitment, Technical Adventure, Expressing, Being Playful, Originality, Reflecting, Transferring, Dealing with Frustration, Care, Own life Linked to Artwork, Imagining, Craft Skills and Researching

Appendix 2: Feedback from Room 13 Users now at Secondary School 

Amy E, 2004 - 2005

Some of my friends were involved in Room 13 and they told me how much they enjoyed it and they told me about the things they were doing and it sounded interesting so I came along with Shannon one time and I enjoyed being in Room 13 so much, I just ended up joining. 

[Three things that stay in my memory are:] Delivering speeches with Shannon; Getting different newspapers to come to Room 13 to do a story; and completing various challenges.  

Room 13 gave me more confidence. I was a quiet person until I got involved in Room 13. It gave me the chance to express myself in a different way and it gave me an opportunity to do something different and show everyone what I could do. I would never of dreamed of standing up in front of so many people and delivering a speech but Room 13 has helped me to do many things and I've enjoyed being a part of it.

Room 13 made me think about things more seriously, and made me want to work harder to complete tasks.  [It] made me want to push myself to do things and helped me to realize that I could do anything if I worked hard enough.


The creative side of Room 13 was enjoyable as well as the business side. The business side allowed me to learn a lot of skills for life and complete many serious tasks and the creative side allowed me to think about things differently and help me to express myself differently. When I created my piece 'Paradise' I was really proud and it meant a lot to me because it was a creation that came from a lot thought and I enjoyed the process of creating it.

Lauren B, 2006 – 2007

I wanted to get involved with room 13 because I enjoy art and working as a team with new people.

[Three things that stay in my memory are:] The Library Project – Creepy Fun brainteaser tour; Visiting London art gallery and Picking the new management team.

Room 13 has inspired me into thinking everyone can be an artist, no matter what their ability.

Room 13 helped me work better as a team. It developed my teamwork skills.  [It] gave me more confidence to speak up.  It made me think about getting involved in business when I’m older as we have already learnt a lot about how things work.  Room 13 is a great place to be.


Amy B, 2005 - 2006

I wanted to get involved in room 13 because it was something that I'd never heard of and thought it would have been great to get involved with. I love to draw and be creative so when I found out about room 13 I knew that i had to take up this great opportunity. 

We always had a fun time whilst in room 13. I remember the positions we had.  Because we were given different jobs to do (e.g. leader, treasurer etc.) it helped me learn more about how to do different types of jobs on the management team because we got a chance to try everything. I also remember going to London with room 13 once I had left. We went to an Art show and did a small interview afterwards which was a great experience

Room 13 changed me…  I was always quite an independent and shy person but because of room 13 I became a lot more confident and worked great in a team. I learned new ways of solving problems which I never thought were possible. I am able to listen and understand other people's views because of room 13 because we always had to listen to each other to make the final decision 

I am able to concentrate on a lot of things more now than I would have been able to without room 13. I used to get distracted quite easily away from something that I was doing however room 13 helped me to concentrate on one particular thing at a time. In room 13, all decisions were made as a team by our management group with the help of Shani and Paul. Because of this I was able to listen to people and respect everything they had to say and look at things from other people's perspectives. 

When I was on the room 13 management team we were the oldest in the school. This meant that younger children wanted to come in and do art. We used to have to help them a lot because they were unable to do everything on their own. I think that this encouraged me to want to pursue my career as a teacher when I am older, because it made me realise that i like to work with younger children and help them out. 

I remember being told that one of my pictures was going to be sold (someone was interested in buying it). I was surprised at this because I always classed room 13 as a fun thing to do and didn't ever take my work so seriously in the fact that I didn't think my work was good enough. When I was told this it boosted my confidence to think that whatever I produced could be good enough and accepted. 

We always used to have to discuss money matters on how we were going to spend the money that we did have. Our management team was the first at hareclive. Because it was so new we had limited money which meant we had to spend our money wisely on things that we really need and not what we wanted. This has helped teach me the value of money and how important it is. 

Room 13 was one of my best experiences in my childhood. I wouldn't have changed it for the world. 

Kimberley J, 2003-2004

Room 13 was an amazing, unexpected opportunity and I would encourage any young people to get involved. All of the skills I learned will help me in later life. Room 13 gives young people the confidence to make the best of themselves. 

It gave me a massive sense of self worth as everyone is treated with respect and equality... It changed my decision on where I would like to go to university, because I realise that I can be away from home for longer periods of time without being homesick. I aspire to be a Doctor, therefore I would like to try and expand my horizons of where I can study, so I can get the best education possible, to fulfil my dream in the medical profession.’


Room 13, July 2009


